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SEKRPC Community Liaison

About SEKRPC

Our Mission

At SEKRPC our goal, much like yours, is to
improve the quality of life in southeast
Kansas by providing the tools to create and
retain jobs and increase the services available
in your community.

Contact

215 W Cherry St. PO Box 664
Chanute, Kansas 66720 |
620 - 431 - 0080 |
www.sekrpc.org
www.facebook.com/SEKRPC

Executive Board Members
Executive Director: Matt Godinez
Board Members:
John F. Brocker - Allen County
Jerry Howarter - Anderson County
Lynne Oharah - Bourbon County
Neal Anderson - Cherokee County
Tom Hugunin - Coffey County
Jeremy Johnson - Crawford County
Lonie R. Addis - Labette County
Jessica Hightower - Linn County
Larry McManus - Montgomery County
Paul Westhoff - Neosho County
Kris Marple - Wilson County
John Weseloh - Woodson County
Jody Hoener - Member-At-Large

ANew Link Between SEKRPC and the Communities They Serve.
During the recent pandemic, the Southeast
Kansas Regional Planning Commission
identified a need for a new position within the
office. The SEKRPC has created the position
of Community Liaison, which will allow for
maximum execution of programs, and
provide the necessary technical assistance to
local governments, businesses, and other
non-profit organizations within our region.
The Community Liaison will serve as a point
of contact to help orient people within the
region to new programs and discovery
efforts. The Community Liaison will also
work with the contacts for each county
represented by the SEKRPC to help their
counties through the post pandemic
landscape. SEKRPC hopes that this can be
accomplished through community outreach
meetings and workshops that are held in
collaboration with other organizations within
our region.
Southeast Kansas Regional Planning
Commission and the Community Liaison
have begun a re-branding process for the
SEKRPC. The new logo and the e-newsletter
are a start. The Southeast Kansas Regional
Planning Commission News, our e-newslet-

ter, will continue to be published at the first of
each month, and businesses or organizations
can subscribe to the newsletter by emailing
taylor@sekprc.org. The biggest re branding
project that is in the works is a new website
for the SEKRPC! The new website has a
goal launch date of mid-November, be sure
to look for the news in Decembers e-newsletter!
The Community Liaison position has been
filled by Taylor Hogue. Taylor is a Chanute,
Kansas native. Taylor attended Neosho
County Community College for her Associates Degree, then pursued her Undergraduate
degree with Pittsburg State University and
lastly, attended Emporia State university for
her Graduate Degree in Business Administration. Taylor is married to a Chanute native as
well and they have a
two-year-old
daughter. Taylor, her
husband, and their
daughter enjoy
traveling, marking 3
new states off their
list just this year.

Meet The SEKRPC Executive Board
Jody Hoener, the SEKRPC board member at large, is the
Economic Development Director for Bourbon County and serves as
the coordinator for the Healthy Bourbon County Action Team’s
BCBS Pathways to Healthy Kansas Grant. Jody has led efforts in
addressing county health rankings through a policy, systems, and
environment approach with a focus to improve quality of life and
encourage economic growth. Through her work she gained experience in community development, strategic planning, and community
outreach. This work has a broad impact through citizen engagement
which Jody finds very fulfilling. She enjoys bringing people together,
learning from others’ experiences and expertise, and driving positive
change. Jody’s passion for rural community development, improving
health outcomes, and extensive experience provide SEKRPC with a
valuable perspective. Living and working in a rural community with health outcomes in
the bottom 10% has afforded her the opportunity to learn about building a culture focusing on health through policy, systems, and environmental change. As the Economic
Development Director for Bourbon County, her professional priorities align with regional
goals in building and fostering healthy Kansas communities. She is passionate about
addressing health outcomes, enhancing quality of life, and encouraging economic
growth.
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SEKRPC Receives $520,000 to Lend

SEKRPC is awarded CARES Act Revolving Loan Funds

During the COVID – 19 Pandemic the Southeast Kansas
Regional Planning Commission (SEKRPC) has seen a high
response from non-essential businesses requesting funds for
working capital. The COVID-19 pandemic has only exacerbated
the distress of the region. The SEKRPC has been awarded
$520,000.00 from the Economic Development Administration
(EDA) to distribute through a revolving loan fund (RLF) to help
assist businesses within our region. The goal of the CARES Act
RLF is to help alleviate sudden and severe economic disruption
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, to provide permanent resources to support economic resiliency, and to further the long term
economic adjustment objectives of the region served by the
SEKRPC.
The CARES Act RLF funds will be used to assist
businesses in our region by providing funding for working capital

needs which may include, but are not limited to, items such as
payroll, inventory, supplies, and equipment.
During the initial disbursement phase of the RLF there will
be three exceptions to the requirements that would normally be in
place. During this initial disbursement phase, there can be 0%
interest offered on the loans, potential borrowers do not have to have
a full or partial denial letter from a banking institution, and the
leverage requirement can be waived. The RLF is open for any
business impacted by COVID-19 to apply for funds.
For more information on the SEKRPC CARES Act RLF
Funds and how to obtain an application, you can call the SEKRPC
office at 620-431-0080 or you can email Taylor Hogue at
taylor@sekrpc.org.

Project Spotlight

Caney Gets a 2.2 Million Dollar Pool

In June of 2019 a Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) for One Million Dollars was
awarded to the City Of Caney for their 3,300 square foot
pool project. The total of the project is $2,208,000 and
will include a zero entry pool, deck, bathhouse, fence and
the installation of the necessary filters and operational
equipment for cleaning and disinfecting the pool. The
new pool will range in depth from 0 feet to 11 feet,
include a 1 meter dive board, be surrounded by 5,500
square feet of concrete deck and enclosed by a 6 foot
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high fence. The bathhouse will be approximately 990
square feet, will include all of the necessary restroom
fixtures, a small concession area and a ticket booth. The
total budget of the project included the removal of the
existing pool, bathhouse and mechanical building. See
above for pictures of the project in progress. The Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission has enjoyed
working with the City of Caney and administering the
grant.

Tourism Spotlight
Montgomery County
Montgomery county has a lot to offer to their
visitors, from the Brown Mansion in Coffeyville, Riverside Park in Independence, Gary’s Garage Museum in
Caney and much more!
To start, usher in the holiday season with a Christmas Candlelit Tour at the historic 1906 Brown Mansion
in Coffeyville, Kansas. The Mansion will be beautifully
decorated in her holiday dress during the month of
December. When entering the Brown Mansion grounds
you will be greeted by the soft glow of Christmas lights
adorning the three-story, 16-room Mansion. Once inside,
you can enjoy the spirit of Christmas as you take a
self-guided tour of the historical home while listening to
live Christmas music. You will be immersed in the
splendor and beauty of the Mansion, as well as the
holiday lights reflecting off thousands of ornaments on
more than 130 Christmas trees decorated throughout the
home. See the dates and times available below, and for
more information you can email visitcoffeyville@coffeyville.com.
Tour dates will be Saturday, December 12,
Sunday, December 13, Wednesday, December 16, Saturday, December 19, Sunday, December 20, Wednesday,

December 23, and Saturday, December 26 with tour
times of 5:30-6:20pm, 6:30-7:20pm, and 7:30-8:20pm.
Tickets will be $6 per person age 3 and up, with 2 and
under free and they will be sold online through PromoTix
or in person at the Chamber in Coffeyville, tickets will go
on sale November 16th.

CANEY
Discover. Visit. Explore.

Caney Valley Historical Society

Safari Zoological Park

310 W. 4th Ave., Caney
620-879-2233
caneyhistoricalmuseum@gmail.com
caneyhistoricalmuseum.org

1751A CR 1425, Caney
620-515-2885
www.safaripark.org

Gary’s Garage Museum

w w w. c a n e y k s . c o m

412 E. 6th Ave, Caney
(corner of 6th Ave and Hwy 75)
Open: Friday - Saturday
Free Admission

Caney
Caney Kansas, a small town also
located in Montgomery County, has lots to
offer to its visitors! They have the Caney
Valley Historical Society, where visitors can
view all the history that Caney has to offer.
Caney also has the Safari Zoological Park,
which has been highly rated on TripAdvisor
for some time!At Safari Zoological Park,
you get to witness a one of a kind interactive
experience with tigers, bears monkeys and
much more! Caney also has Gary’s Garage
Museum, where you can see antique cars
kept in pristine condition! See all contact
information for Caney’s attractions in the
graphic to the left.

Events and Deadlines
• Tours at the Brown Mansion - December 12 - 26
• Medicare Open Enrollment -October 15-December 7
• Fortscott Holiday Open House - November 12
• Fort Scott Chamber 3rd Annual Veterns Day Parade
- November 14 @ 3pm

• Garnett St. Rose Craft and Bierock Sale - November
14 @ 9am - 3pm
• Fort Scott Mistletoe Market - November 19th @ 4pm
- 8pm
• Columbus Christmas Parade and Activities - Dec 2
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Kansas Small Business Development
An Overview of the Kansas SBDC

The Kansas Small Business Development Center
serves as the state advising resource for the small business
owner. Whether it’s an existing business looking to boost
sales or a start-up trying to get off the ground, we provide
our clients with quality, professional, and personal care all
in a confidential setting.

A majority of our services come at no cost as a
result of support from the U.S. Small Business Administration, State of Kansas, higher education institutions, and
other local and regional partners.
To learn more about the Kansas SBDC, please visit
https://www.kansassbdc.net/

The Kansas SBDC Capital Access
Center
The Kansas SBDC Call Center

In a continued effort to enhance support to Kansas businesses, the Kansas SBDC has launched a statewide Virtual Call
Center. This center will provide assistance to Kansas
entrepreneurs and small businesses 7 days a week.
Live assistance is available Monday - Friday, 9am - 8pm;
Saturday, 10am - 2pm; and Sunday, 5pm - 8pm. You can
contact the Kansas SBDC Call Center at
(800) 949-7661.

The Capital Access Center (CAC), a service of the Kansas
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and funded
through the 2020 CARES Act, will offer no-cost, loan-specific consulting services to small business owners seeking
to gain capital through financial partners.
To learn more about the Capital Access Center, please visit
https://www.capitalaccesscenter.com/

Medicare and SHICK
Southwind Extension District offers Senior Health Insurance Counseling for Kansas.
The K-State Research and Extension Southwind Extension District would like to let the public know that Medicare open enrollment for this year is from October 15th - December 7th. The Medicare Annual Enrollment period is a
once a year opportunity to review your coverage for the upcoming year. Everyone qualifies for Medicare at the age of
65 and some may be eligible for Medicare prior to the age of 65 related to a qualifying disability, End Stage Renal
Disease, or ALS. During the Annual Enrollment period you should carefully review the Annual Notice of Change you
received in the mail. Medicare plans make changes every year in premiums, deductibles, co-pays, and formularies.
The Southwind Extension District offers a program, Senior Health Insurance Counseling for Kansas (SHICK),
geared towards those who are getting ready to go on Medicare or for those who are already on Medicare. SHICK can
help shop and compare plans each year, you may be able to lower your co-pays and out-of-pocket costs for 2021 by
switching to a different plan. You may need to change plans to find one that covers all your medications. SHICK Counselors provide free, unbiased, confidential assistance to shop and compare plans.
For those under 65 years of age who do not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid, they can seek assistance for
Marketplace Health Insurance plans. To find a local Marketplace Assister or Insurance Agent visit www.healthcare.gov
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