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Executive Board Members

Executive Director: Matt Godinez
Board Members:

John F. Brocker - Allen County
Anthony Mersman - Anderson County
Lynne Oharah - Bourbon County
Lorie Johnson - Cherokee County
Tom Hugunin - Coffey County
Jeremy Johnson - Crawford County
Lonie R. Addis - Labette County
Jessica Hightower - Linn County
Larry McManus - Montgomery

Paul Westhoff - Neosho County
Kris Marple - Wilson County
John Weseloh - Woodson County

SEKRPC New Executive Board Members

SEKRPC Says Goodbye fo Tivo Long Time Board Members

The Southeast Kansas Regional
Planmg Conmmission is represented by a
member of each of the twelve counties that are
member-at-large on the executive board. The
member from each coumty 1= chosen by the
coumty and 15 usually a anrent comnty conms-
Plannme Conmmssion had three exacutrve board
members who were no re-elected and wall
thesefore be replaced on the planmme conms-
sioms board.

Jenry Howarter with Anderson County
wall be replaced stating m Febuary by Anthoery
Meranan Havmng served eyght comsecutive years

as a vohmieer, Jerry 1s a long tme, nouch
mmlbnudnnﬂndln&aﬂm
was bom m Gamett rarsed m Anderson County,
and attended schools m Anderson Comnty:
hxyg;ﬁmd:&mﬂuzﬂ@
Unversity wath a Bachelor’s degree m Indusinal
Arts Bdueation and Sllowed up wath a Master's
degree m Industal Education. Instially Jeury's
goal was to be an educator, and he was for 41
vears. Beng an educator comeided wath a career
mcoaching cross coumtry for 35 years and track
for 15 years as head coach. The last 10 years of
teachme were m Ottawa High School where
Jary taunght Power Mechamcs, Archstectural
Qutreach dlasses for Neosho County Comnmmity

College.

Jeny's wafe Pam who s alsoan
educator, and Jerry rased three sons all of winch
now have fanwhes of thesr owm. Jerry stated that
geat kids and grandlads are the best gifls of all

When Jary retied m 2010, He decaded
to give bemg a conmmssioner a try. “My father
sarved as one of Anderson Counties Commss-
siomers for 24 years, 5o was sort of m the back of
mymmdto greitatry” Jerywas elected and
sarved two terms, § years and smuitanecusly
sarved on the Southesst Kansas
added “T have leamed a great deal about a lot of

chifferent thmyes and n1y time on the Regonal
Planing Conmmssion was no exception. This1s
a great bunch to work with and I wall always be
thanicfil for the opporfunsty fo work wath all of
you Thank You'. Jerry wall be missed by our
employees and board members meatly and we
are very thankful for all the time that he donated to

Neal Anderson will also be leaving oar
Executive Board as of'the end of Jamary. The
new representative for Cherokes Coumty will be
Lone Jolmson Neal has been a vohmteer on the
Regonal Plammme Conmmssion Fxecutive Board
for four years, serving hes most recent year as
Chamman of the Board. His time wath the
Planing Conmssion 15 greatly appreciated and
e will be mussed by all enmployees and the board
members.

Neal was bom m 1946 m Cherolee
County and has Ived there all lus hfe He
graduated fiom Riverton High School m
Cobambus and then attended Pitisburg State
Universsty whese he graduated with a Bachelors
Degree m Mathematies and later obtamed a
Masters Degyee m Mathematics.

Neal taught high schoal for 31 years 9
of those years were m Bader Sprmgs and a year
m Oklahoma He was also a lugh school coach
for football, baskethall, and guks’ soffball Neal
retwed m 2001 and decsded to do some home
construchon for about 13 years wntl hes wafe Ruth
decided o refre.

Neal has 2 chaldren and 3 granddangh-
ters. Neal was a pastor of the United Methodist
Chunch for 45 years and the Bethlehem Unted
Methodrt Cluech for 35 years Hebecamea
County Conmusssioner four years ago and only
mtended to serve one term Neal served on the
Executive Board at Southeast Kansas Regonal

The Planmmmg Conmsssion 1 very
thardcfial for Neal and hos thme that he has
vohmtesred to our crganzation. Our oxgamizabon
would not be what it 15 today without our board
who vohmseers ther time to enamne our ciganiza-
tion 15 able to confinne 15 efftnts to help region
comnmmnhes.

Jody Hoener - Member-At-Large
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Susan Galemore Steps Away
from SEKRPC

p S S i S
ommission n
asaP %ﬂmt Consultant. Susan gave
the next 20 years of her career to the betterment of South-
east Kansas economic development. After years of
outstanding service Susan decided that it was time to step
away and play an 1 in her hometowns
devel t as the and Deve Director
for the City of Chanute. DunngSusa.n s ime with the
regional p commuission, she made many connec-
tions, rel:uo s, and marks across the communities
that she served dun: g her tenure.

During her time with the Southeast Kansas
Regional Planmnmg Commission she worked on 104 grant
funded municipal and economic development projects
with budgets lom]x:ﬁ over $83 million, of which $32
million were federally funded.

Susan served as interim Executive Director for the South-
east Kansas Regional P! Commussion from Febru-

ary through July of 2018. Susan also mentored many in
hertenureatlheSouﬂleasthnsasRegmnalPl:nnmg
Commission which is greatly appreciated and has been a
true benefit to the ongoing mission of the Planning
Commission.

Susan was a true asset to the augma commission
and instrumental in assisting the s s com-
munities with vements t her tenure and
will be missed grea all her coworkers and communi-
ties that she worked with. The Southeast Kansas Regional

len':j;F Commission and its board all wish Susan

the Southeast Kamsas Regional Planning Conpssion.
st S ss1on

throughout her time here.

Project Spotlight

Yates Center and Fort Scott Receive New Fire Engines

Commumity Development Block Grants are award-
ed throughout four different categories, Commumity
Facilities, Water/Sewer, Downtown Commercial Rehabili-
tation and Urgent Needs.

CDB Facilities ts may be
awarded for the use of fixing s1dewaIE;aol; streets, use
towards the or reconstruction of ballfields or

laygrounds and making areas more ADA
[a)cmmble oomm?mty cli:g:rs commmity vehicles such
as a rescue vehicle, fire truck, or ladder truck, demolition,

andmanyothera:easso]ongasﬂmypatainto:
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Tourism Spoth

Neosho Coumty has many thmes to do while visiting hke a
sanmmer swam at their aquatic center, a visit to the Martn and Osa
Jolnson Safan Museum or grabbmg a drmk at the Cardinal Diug old
fashioned soda formtain.

Things to do in Chanute:
Howard’s Toys for Big Boys: Opened m Apnl of 2017 m the heart of
downtown showcasmg Howard Alger’s classic car collection and other
memorabilia [ ocated at 216 E Mam, the nmisetmm 15 open 9am-<dpm
Monday- Thrsday and 1p.m-4p m Fnday. Tows at other times and
private towrs can be amanged No adnmission charge Call (620) 902-5100
Monday - Tharsday:

Sumnmit Hill Gardens: A blend of art, nature and istonic preservation,
Sunmst Hill Gardens offers a step back m hestory. The first school m
Nechso Coumty, Summnst Hill was restored and a lnstoric home and a
modem struchre were added to create a one-of-a-kand fanuly residence.
Handerafied soaps, anbques and other itenys are available for sales m the
breathtakng. An event center 15 now open for rental m a restored bam on
the property. Sumomost Hill Gardens 15 located at 2605 160th Road, just 3
mmules south of Chamite. For drections, howrs and more mformation, visit
wwwsnnmmthillzardens com or call (620) 212-3878.

Shopping in Chanute: You wall discover a vanety of restaurants and
retal shops offermg 3 wade range of goods and services m the hustone
downtown area.

Old Fashioned Soda Fountain: A step back in tme! Be sure to stop by
Cardmal Drug Store m downtown Chamate and take a step back m tme.
Cardinal is the home of one of the oldest ongmal soda fountams m
Kansas. it and the other 30+ still m operation are one of the § wonders of
Kansas-Cultwre. A rare collection of Coke memorabilia and medicine
bottles adds to the Instonc atmosphere. Cardinal 1s located at 103 E. Mam
and hours of operation are Monday - Friday %a m-6p.m and Satwrday
Sam-12pm

Maring Aquatic Center: The Maring Aquatic Center opened m 2010 at
the site of the former Charmute High School. The center has a lazy rver,
shde cluldren’s play area and a competition pool. A party room s
rentals are available also. The center was named for Norma and Keith
ute org or call (620) 431-5237.

Restored Downtown and Historic Homes: Both the downtown and
Iastone home district offer 2 vanety of architectwral styles and beautifil
examples of restoration. Brochawes for self smded tours of the nstone
homes (exteriors cnly) are available at the Chamber office, 21 N. Lincoln.
streets that make you feel you have stepped back mfo another era.
Chamute’s wonderfial downtown 15 filled wath hestonic bualdings, many of
winch are restored to thew ongmal beauty. In addihion, Chamege has many
WPA struchares.

The Historic Tioga Hotel: Enjoy one of Chamate’s treasures- The Tioga
Hotel. Built m 1929, the hotel was one of the first conypletely fire-proof
struchures m the state. it is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. The Tioga building 1s now home to the Tioga Extended Stay

betterment for the community.
In 2020, Fort Scott and Yates Center submitted an
lication to the CDBG Commumity Facilities grant for
towards the use of purchasing a new fire engine.

Fort Scott was awarded $665,303.00 with a local match of
$665,303.00. Yates Center was awarded $400.000.00 with
a local match of $400,000.00, you can see Yates Centers
newly purchased fire engine in the images above.

If you or your c ity are interested in learn-
mg more about CDBG Commumty Facihties fundings,
please contact Carey at carey 0?201' Amber at
amber(@sekrpc.org or call mzr office at (620) 431-0080.

t

eosho County

Hotel. For more mformation call (620) 431-3343 or visit www tiogaho-
tel com.

Santa Fe RV Park: Canyp for up to 10 days - first two days are free wath
the remaining days only $10 per day. Pull fhrough padded sites with water
free WiFi 15 available. The park 15 located m Santa Fe park whach also
houses the ball diamonds and a great fishmg lake. The RC Lot 15 easily
accessible at 35th street and S Santa Fe only a nule off US 169. No
1esarvations are neadadtaken

The Center of Google Earth: Charste is the center of Google Earth on
Apple Products thanks to programmer> Dean Webb, a Chamite Natve. A
nmual commemoratmg thes designation 1s at the mtersechion of Mam
Saeet and Lmcoln Averne.

Martin and Osa Johnson Safari Muoseum: Located at 111 Noath
photographers authors, explorers and one of the 8 wonders of Kansas
people. Relve the Jolmson's 1917-136 advennres n Afinca, Bomeo and
the South Seas. The nmseum offers educational programs, showmgs of
Johnson films, 2
research bbrary
and a gt shop.

and Sundays Ipm-Spm Call (620) 431-2730 or visit www safannose-
1m com for more mformation.

Chanute Art Gallery: Umque for a small town, the Chamate art Gallery
was foumded in 1973 and nchides more than 1,500 sq . of exdbst space
and houses a Permanent Core Collection that mehides 25 mednms,
representmg 135 artists. Special exdubats change every month. The gallery
15 open Tuesday-Satwday from 12pm<dpm Special time towrs can be
aanged. Closed m Jamuary. For move mformation call (620) 431-7807.
the Histone Santa Fe Depot, the Chamute-Wight Brothers Memonal, the
Chamte Veterans Memonial the Chareste Histoncal Socsety, and five
parks to exjoy!

Also m Neosho County 15 Beantown, USA, Ene, KS. Ene is the host to
the oldest consecutively nmnmg Old Soldiers and Sailors Revmon m
Amenca. Held anmmally dunng the thivd week of July since 1873, the
reumon featwes a “Free Bean Fead ™ The beans are prepared using a
Instone recipe, smmenng all day m cast-iron kettles over wood fires like
soldiers used m the Gival War. The beans may be an old tradition. but
guest comtry and western nosicians from Nashwille add a touch of
modem spice to the Fnday mght celebraton.
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Southeast Kansas .1ivin

A Celebration of

Southeast Kansas Living 1s a quarterly magazme that has been
celebrating the people, places and spint of Southeast Kansas
for more than 19 years. In each issue, you'll find stories about
Southeast Kansas® people, events, outdoors, history, homes
and gardens, businesses, restaurants, attractions and more!
Joamme Smuth
serves as the magazine’s
publisher and editor. She
grew up in Elk City,
Kansas, and graduated
from the Umversity of
Kansas with a bachelor’s

public relations, and spent
a 22-year career manag-
Mercy Hospital in Independence, Kansas, before the hospital
was closed m 2015.

From that sigmificant tum_ Joanme’s true calling as an
entrepreneur emerged, and she created FAB Creative Services
LLC, a comprehensive marketing company providing support
to mdrviduals, small businesses and non-profit organizations
throughout southeast Kansas and beyond. Her second home is
Fab Lab ICC, am:kasplceuﬂunqnmnshq)cmteron

:s.z'a'.;'..'.\., &
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outheast Kansas

KanmChldxmsSmuoeLagmHmlﬂxyFannb&stgmm
Community Development Council. In 2018, she
was named one of the “50 Kansans You Should Know™ by
Ingram’s magazine, and she is the host of the “She-Power
Adventures n Entrepreneurship” podcast featurng the stones
of fellow women entrepreneurs.

Joanne and her msband. Michael, reside in Indepen-
dence and together have four adult children, Madeline, Jacey,
Cortlan and Trace, and one sassy and fierce teenager still at
home, Claire.

Southeast Kansas Living 1s the only magazine dedi-
cated to celebrating the "specialness” of our comer of the
world! In it, we share stonies about our hustory, people, events,
industries, small businesses, culture, recreation, opportunity
and much, mmch
more.

Southeast

Kansas Living is
published four

times a year In

mag- azine, contact
Joamme via one of the methods listed on sekliving com.

Southeast Kansas Living has made an addition to the
ways that you can enjoy Southeast Kansas! NEW from
Southeast Kansas Living, they are thrilled to partmer with
local, Southeast Kansas businesses to offer you the ultimate
regional sampler box. It makes the perfect gift for anyone or
will allow you to collect and try local items, some of which are
one of a kind and made exclusively for the SEeK box.

The first SEeK box was offered around the holidays,
and there is a SEeK box available for order until February 5
for Valentines day as well! Additional SEeK boxes will be
available around holidays throughout the year, with Mother’s
Day being the next plarmed offering! For more information on
SEeK boxes, visit sekliving com.

Visit our new website at www.sekrpc.org to see programs and services we

offer, projects we have worked on, events in the area and more!

TAYLOR@SEKRPC.ORG | (620) 431-0080 |

SEKRPC.ORG
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