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* SEKRPC Closes their first two .
CARES Act RLF Loans SEKRPC Closed the first two CARES Act RLF Loans in Dec
» CDBG Commercial Rehabilitation
Grants Open For Application
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Community Development Block Grants

Commercial Rehabilitations open for application

SEKRPC administers Community Development spread of blighted conditions to other nearby structures.
Block Grants (CDBG) for businesses and municipalities A Commercial Rehabilitation grant does require a
including Economic Development, Commercial Rehabili-  minimum match of 25% of the project cost and the match
tation, Commumity Facilities, Water and Sewer, Housing must come from a private source. These grants have a
and Urgent Needs. maximum amount of $250,000 available and they must be

The CDBG Commercial Rehabilitation applica- used for slum and blight or for a business to reach a LMI
tion period for 2021 opens in early January and will be (Low-to-Moderate Income) Objective. The projects may
open until early December 2021 or until Kansas Depart- address the issues of rehabilitation, historic preservation
ment of Commerce has expended all funds available for or renovation and are limited to one building which mmst
the program. be in a downtown commercial district.

The purpose of Commercial Rehabilitation grants For more information pertaining to the CDBG
is to help cities improve the quality of their downtown Commercial Rehabilitation program or other CDBG
commercial districts by assisting private property owners  programs, please contact our office at (620) 431-0080 or
in the rehabilitation of blighted buildings. It is hoped that  office(@sekrpc.org or visit www kansascommerce.com
strategic mvestment of grant funds will help prevent the
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Project Spotlight

Fort Scott Downtown Comimercial Rehabilitation

The City of Fort Scott submitted an application alarms throughout the main and lower level of the entire
to the Community Development Block Grant Downtown building replace 6,000 square feet of ceiling tile that was
Commercial Rehabilitation program on behalf of the damaged by roof leakage mn the north end and mstall two
business owner for the rehabilitation of 205 Scott emergency fire disconnects in the alley behind the
Avenue in downtown Fort Scott. bulding.

The purpose of the Commercial Rehabilitation The estimated project cost is $299.250.00, the

Grant for this location is to replace the roof, upgrade the City of Fort Scott on behalf of the business owner has
facade, replace the windows, replace the south entrance been awarded a grant in the amount of $224.437.00 with

door, remove the north end door and replace it with a the building owner contributing the remaining cost of
double shiding door, construct an ADA accessible the project. The construction is set to begin in early
entrance on the north end consisting of an accessible spring 2021 and will be completed by no later then
ramp and sidewall with column adjustments as neces- August of 2022. Pictures of the current building are

sary, construct two accessible restrooms on the north end above.
of the building, mnstall emergency lighting and smoke
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Economic Development Outlook

Labette County’s Silver Lining in the Midst of the Pandemic

Like many SEK cities Parsons entered 2020 with abnght  According to Tourism & Economic Development Direc-
future and optimistic outlook as they welcomed a tor Jim Zaleski each dcvelg:nem, from the hotel to the
new 80-room Holiday Inn Express with an adjoining car dealership and both of the mdustral projects were all
8,000 square foot conference space. They were also treated differently as some l;tﬁe up side in sales
ated a $7,000 tourism attraction to assist with tax while others offer services that assist current
lementation of an 18-hole disc golf course that large industrial residents of the city as well as individual
sit near the hotel complex in beautiful Tolen Creek  travelers from other cities. Multi-level incentive package
Palk  which is home to Tolen Creek Pond, a 2.2-mile buedoffsevemldnﬂ'exmtmternwe:eprmdedpgythg
trail and other outdoor exhibits including the economic development department of Parsons,
stone se.” on the individual aspects of each project. “We feel we are
bml with the nght mix between commercial, indus-
Unfortunately, no city was immune to the effects of retail, we don’t want to become over
COVH)mdaﬁﬂmthatwnssobnghtsuddml had a onan one se t of the economy,” he said. gh

cloudy outlook. netheblmketofCOVID:&mthas he did admut that it would be nice to attract some new
affected all of not Southeast Kansas but the World, dining options for those staying at the more than 125
Parsons has still had a very productive if not in the hotel rooms located at the intersection of the two state

tourism but in economic It seems highways.

to spite the ic the “ City” as Parsons was

known m the early pioneer has kept its head above Additionally, Parsons has two buildings that were

water and contr to attract development. brought from non-use to private ownership i the historic
down town district and open will the number

Recu:ﬂy vedb}rthecnycommmmonls anew of unoccupied buildings on Mamstreet to o twoor

cunent Mix, which will be located m three at most. The downtown district also saw the

Inciustm] on the northwest comner of the of a pocket park featuning a fountam, walkin th
If}lilﬁgm1 l1‘5'?.mtase:cmnn. The cement operation will an%snmnga:eas?allmdsta%:ﬂy l:nagkpa
iggaParsons ght-liner Diesel Mechanic shop being

tedatlhecomerofﬁhnghwgmdﬂynndnwas 1!.?'!1111!01.1:&I struggles under the cloud of the
well as the new Mike Carpino F pandemic that no one can foresee ending any time soon,
mid-2021 nnmedmtelyacrossUS 59 ﬁanomE at least in the immediate future the City of Parsons has a
Chevrolet. small silver lining.

Events and Deadlines s e
* Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Com- * Community Dﬂelopment Block Grant:

missions Annual Meeting - July (Exact date and time Community Facilities, Water and Sewer Annual
TBD) Award Announcement - Late January

* Community Development Block Grants
Commercial Rehabilitation Grant Application - Opens
January 4 (Awarded on a first come first serve basis.
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SEKRPC’s New [Look

SEKRPC i1s Seeing Many Changes

The SEKRPC not only got a new website, but a signage on the building in the pictures below. Our new logo
new look overall! The SEKRPC has a new logo, new 1s also below and is used throughout all of our documents
signage, new colors, new clothing for on-site visits, new and work. The SEKRPC, director, Matt Godinez, and staff
business cards with other changes m the works. The new are all very excited for these changes!
colors are used throughout our new website and all of our
documents, like our newsletter. You can see our new
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The Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission Executive Board is made up of Elected Officials or
former Elected Officials who were not replaced at the time that they left their elected seat as well as one mem-
ber-at-large. When an elected official no longer holds their seat with their county, they may also be replaced on the
SEKRPC Executive Board.

As of January, two of the Planning Commissions long time and much appreciated board members no longer hold
their seat in their county and may have to leave their position on our Executive Board. If a board members seat is no
longer held at their county, it is up to the county and their appointed seats to replace those board members or choose to
have the former seat holder remam as the Planning Commissions Executive Board member. The purpose of each county
i which the Planning Commission represents holding a seat on our executive board is to get mformation discussed at
our board meetings and the opportunities available back to the counties, cities and businesses that could benefit.

The Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission greatly appreciates each of our executive board members
and all that they give to our business on a vohmteer basis, without our board members, the planning commission would
not be where we are today.
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Visit our new website at www.sekrpc.org to see programs and services we

offer, projects we have worked on, events in the area and more!

TAYLOR@SEKRPC.ORG | (620) 431-0080 |

SEKRPC.ORG
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